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Federally Administered 
Lands

Vegetation departure is slightly lower when considering only 
federally administered lands (left) and protected areas (right).
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Left: Sixty-seven percent (67%) of the conterminous U.S. is naturally 
vegetated and therefore is assigned a departure value. Approximately 29% 
of the area has been converted to agricultural or urban land uses with the 
remainder in water, snow/ice, barren or sparsely vegetated categories.

Right: Within only naturally vegetated areas, 80% of the conterminous 
U.S. is moderately to highly departed from its reference condition.

(Data not yet available for Alaska and Hawaii.)


